6.9
SPECIAL PERMIT RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS.
6.9.1
Purpose. This section is intended to:
1.
Ensure that the development of multiple dwellings does not detract from the livability,
scale, character or economic value of existing residential neighborhoods;
2.
Encourage greater diversity of housing opportunities in Lexington to meet the needs of
a population which is diversified with respect to number of persons in a household,
stage of life, and income;
3.
Encourage the development of affordable housing;
4.
Promote development proposals designed with sensitivity to the characteristics of the
site that otherwise might be limited by application of uniform, largely geometric
standards;
5.
Permit different types of structures and residential uses to be combined in a planned
interrelationship that promotes an improved design relationship between new buildings
and public facilities and common open space;
6.
Preserve historically or architecturally significant buildings or places;
7.
Encourage the preservation and minimum disruption of outstanding natural features of
open land and to minimize impacts on environmentally sensitive areas;
8.
Encourage sustainable development through the use of green building practices and
low-impact development techniques;
9.
Promote the efficient and economical provision of public facilities such as utilities and
streets and facilitate a detailed assessment, by Town officials and the public, of the
adequacy of such facilities and services for the proposed level of development.
6.9.2

Applicability. A special permit residential development is a project in which one or more
lots, tracts, or parcels of land are to be improved for use as a coordinated site for
housing. No special permit residential development shall be initiated without first
obtaining a special permit in accordance with the provisions of this section. The purpose
of the special permit is to provide detailed review of residential developments that have
a substantial impact upon the character of the Town, adjacent residential areas and the
provision of public facilities and services.
6.9.3
Types of Special Permit Residential Development.
1.
A site sensitive development (SSD) is the development of a parcel with configurations of
lots allowing flexibility and creativity in residential development through reductions in
minimum lot area and frontage requirements in order to minimize site disturbance,
preserve historic and sensitive natural resources, and allow for efficient patterns of
construction to lower development cost. The number of dwellings in a site sensitive
development may not exceed the number of dwellings that could be constructed in the
development of a conventional subdivision.
[Amended 4-9-2014 ATM by Art. 32]
2.
A balanced housing development (BHD) is a development allowing deviation from
the dimensional standards that apply to developments in conventional
subdivisions in order to achieve a balance of housing choices for a diversity of
household types and sizes. Instead of determining density by minimum lot area
and frontage requirements, the amount of residential development for the tract as
a whole is based on calculations of gross floor area and impervious surface area
derived from a conventional development plan for the tract of land.
[Amended 4-9-2014 ATM by Art. 32]
3.
A public benefit development (PBD) is a type of balanced housing development that
allows increases in gross floor area and impervious surface area in return for the
creation of 10% of the units as affordable housing.
6.9.4
Scale of Development. An applicant is not entitled to the maximum development, nor is
the applicant entitled to approval of a special permit residential development. The
amount of development permitted will be based on a fully complying proof plan and the
SPGA's evaluation of the extent to which the proposed development co

